Malignant pleural mesothelioma in a child with ataxia-telangiectasia.
Ataxia-telangiectasia (AT) is a hereditary disorder characterized by progressive neurological dysfunction, oculocutaneous telangiectasia, immunodeficiency, cancer susceptibility, and radiation sensitivity. Pleural neoplasms are extremely rare in the pediatric population, even in patients with AT. We describe the case of a 16-year-old male with AT who developed a malignant pleural mesothelioma (MPM). Benign or infectious lung and pleural diseases are common in those with AT. Hence, delayed diagnosis of respiratory neoplasms can occur in these patients. This report highlights the need of heightened vigilance in patients with AT with recurrent or persistent pleuropulmonary disease. To our knowledge, no other cases of MPM in children with AT have been reported.